
Handbag Shopping Checklist

1. Define Your Purpose

● Daily Use: Are you looking for a bag that can withstand daily wear and tear, such as a
tote or crossbody?

● Special Occasions: Do you need a statement piece for events, such as a clutch or
evening bag?

● Work: Are you seeking a professional-looking bag that can carry essentials like a laptop
or documents?

● Travel: Do you need a versatile, durable bag for travel, such as a large tote or weekend
bag?

2. Set a Budget

● Determine Your Budget: Decide how much you're willing to spend. Remember, luxury
bags range from a few hundred to tens of thousands of dollars.

● Consider Payment Options: Are you paying in full or using installment plans offered by
some luxury retailers?

● Factor in Maintenance Costs: Consider the potential upkeep costs, such as cleaning
and repairs.

3. Research Brands

● Brand History: Research the brand’s legacy and reputation. Are you interested in
well-established brands like Louis Vuitton or Chanel or newer, contemporary brands like
Jacquemus or Staud?

● Signature Styles: Identify each brand’s iconic designs, such as the Hermès Birkin,
Chanel 2.55, or the Gucci Marmont.

● Brand Aesthetic: Does the brand’s overall style align with your fashion sense?



4. Choose the Right Material

● Leather: Consider calfskin, lambskin, or exotic leathers (e.g., crocodile, python). Leather
bags are durable but may require more maintenance.

● Canvas: Often used by brands like Louis Vuitton, canvas bags are lightweight and
durable but not as luxurious as leather.

● Vegan Leather: If you prefer cruelty-free options, explore high-quality vegan leather
brands like Stella McCartney or Angela Roi.

● Specialty Materials: Depending on your desired look and function, consider unique
materials like velvet, patent leather, or nylon.

5. Select the Right Size

● Small: Ideal for essentials like a phone, wallet, and keys. Consider for evening bags or
compact crossbody styles.

● Medium: Suitable for daily use, offering enough space for a few extras like makeup, a
small book, or a tablet.

● Large: Perfect for work or travel, providing space for a laptop, documents, or extra
clothing.

● Consider Proportions: Choose a bag size that complements your body type. Petite
frames may prefer smaller bags, while larger bags can suit taller individuals.

6. Decide on a Color

● Neutral Tones: Black, beige, or brown are versatile and timeless, making them ideal for
everyday use.

● Bold Colors: Red, blue, or green bags can add color to your wardrobe and make a
statement.

● Seasonal Trends: Consider seasonal colors that might be trendy now but less versatile
year-round.

● Patterned Designs: Monograms, stripes, or prints can add personality to your bag but
may limit its versatility.

7. Consider the Bag’s Functionality



● Compartments: Does the bag have enough compartments for organizing your
belongings?

● Closures: Do you prefer zippers, magnetic snaps, or drawstrings for security and ease
of access?

● Straps: Are the straps adjustable and comfortable for your intended use? Consider the
length and whether you want a crossbody, shoulder, or handheld style.

● Weight: Ensure the bag is lightweight enough for your needs, especially if you plan to
carry it for extended periods.

8. Check the Craftsmanship

● Stitching: Inspect the stitching for quality and durability. Even tight stitching is a sign of
a well-made bag.

● Hardware: Check the zippers, clasps, and other hardware. Are they made of sturdy,
high-quality materials like brass or stainless steel?

● Lining: Look inside the bag at the lining. Is it made of durable fabric? High-end bags
often have luxurious linings like suede or leather.

● Brand Authentication: Ensure the bag is authentic, especially if buying pre-owned.
Check for authenticity cards, serial numbers, and other brand-specific markers.

9. Think About Future Resale Value

● Timeless Designs: Classic styles and colors tend to hold their value better over time.
● Brand Popularity: Brands like Hermès, Chanel, and Louis Vuitton often have high

resale value.
● Condition Maintenance: Consider how easy it will be to keep the bag in good condition

for future resale.

10. Test the Bag

● Try It On If possible, try the bag in a store to see how it feels and looks when worn.
● Check Practicality: Practice opening and closing the bag, and check how easy it is to

access your items.
● Comfort Level: Ensure the bag is comfortable to carry, especially if you plan to use it

daily.



11. Make Your Purchase

● Authorized Retailers: Buy from official brand stores or authorized retailers to ensure
authenticity.

● Consider Pre-Owned: If you're looking for a discontinued style or a more affordable
option, consider reputable resale sites like The RealReal, Vestiaire Collective, or
Fashionphile.

● Aftercare Services: Inquire about aftercare services like repairs, cleaning, or warranty
options.

By following this checklist, you'll be well-equipped to make an informed decision when
purchasing a luxury handbag that suits your style and serves your needs for years to come.
Happy shopping!


