
 

Checklist for Pre-Link Building Preparation 

1. Define Goals and KPIs 
o Determine what you aim to achieve (e.g., higher rankings, increased traffic). 

o Establish key performance indicators (KPIs) like the number of backlinks, referral 

traffic, and domain authority improvements. 

2. Competitor Analysis 
o Use tools like Ahrefs or SEMrush to analyze competitor backlinks. 

o Identify successful strategies and potential opportunities. 

3. Audit Your Website 

o Ensure your website is SEO-friendly and free from technical issues. 

o Create high-quality, linkable content such as blogs, guides, tools, and case studies. 

Link Building Strategies 

4. Broken Link Building 
o Identify broken links on relevant websites using tools like Ahrefs. 

o Reach out to webmasters with a replacement suggestion from your content. 

5. Guest Posting 

o Find authoritative websites in your niche accepting guest posts. 

o Pitch unique, valuable content ideas and include contextual backlinks. 

6. Resource Page Link Building 
o Identify resource pages in your niche. 

o Request inclusion by highlighting the value of your content. 

7. Unlinked Brand Mentions 

o Monitor the web for mentions of your brand using tools like Mention or Google 

Alerts. 

o Request the addition of a backlink to unlinked mentions. 

8. Product Reviews and Testimonials 

o Get your product reviewed by bloggers and influencers. 

o Write testimonials for other products and services in your niche, including your 

link. 

9. Linkable Content Creation 

o Develop content with high shareability, such as free tools, calculators, and in-

depth guides. 

o Promote this content to attract natural backlinks. 

10. PR and Media Outreach 

o Reach out to journalists and media sites with valuable statistics or insights. 

o Use press releases and pitch unique stories to gain high-quality backlinks. 

Advanced Tactics 

11. A-B and A-B-C Link Exchanges 



o Exchange links with other websites (A-B) or use a third-party site for a more 

sophisticated exchange (A-B-C). 

12. Roundup Articles and Participation 
o Contribute to industry roundup posts. 

o Create your roundup articles and feature other influencers, encouraging reciprocal 

links. 

13. Webinar Collaborations 
o Partner with other companies or influencers for webinars. 

o Promote these events to generate backlinks through promotional content and 

summaries. 

14. Trend Reports and Industry Research 
o Publish detailed trend reports and industry research. 

o Share this content to attract backlinks from interested stakeholders. 

15. Replicating Competitors’ Backlinks 

o Identify and replicate the most effective backlinks of your competitors. 

o Use backlink analysis tools to find these opportunities. 

Monitoring and Follow-up 

16. Track Progress 

o Regularly monitor your backlink profile using SEO tools. 

o Evaluate the effectiveness of your link-building strategies based on your KPIs. 

17. Maintain Relationships 
o Nurture relationships with webmasters, bloggers, and influencers. 

o Continue to provide value and collaborate on future projects. 
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