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Checklist of Skills to Become a Science Journalist

Writing and Communication Skills

Clear and Concise Writing: Ability to explain complex scientific concepts in simple,
understandable language.

Storytelling: Craft compelling narratives that engage and inform readers.

Grammar and Style: Strong command of grammar, punctuation, and journalistic style guides
(e.g., AP Style).

Interviewing: Effective questioning techniques to extract valuable information from sources.

Research and Analytical Skills

Thorough Research: Ability to conduct extensive research using reliable sources and
databases.

Critical Thinking: Evaluate the credibility of sources and the validity of scientific claims.
Fact-Checking: Ensure accuracy and authenticity of information before publication.

Data Interpretation: Understand and interpret scientific data, statistics, and research findings.

Subject Matter Expertise

Science Literacy: Solid understanding of basic scientific principles across various disciplines
(biology, chemistry, physics, etc.).

Specialization: Expertise in a specific area of science (e.g., environmental science, health,
technology) is advantageous.

Staying Updated: Keep up-to-date with the latest scientific discoveries, trends, and news.

Technical Skills

Digital Literacy: Proficient in using computers, the internet, and digital tools for research and
communication.

Multimedia Skills: Basic knowledge of photography, videography, and audio recording/editing.
Content Management Systems (CMS): Familiarity with CMS platforms for publishing online
content.

Social Media: Ability to use social media platforms for sourcing information and promoting
stories.

Professional and Interpersonal Skills

Ethics and Integrity: Adhere to ethical standards of journalism, including honesty and
impartiality.

Networking: Build and maintain relationships with scientists, researchers, and other journalists.
Adaptability: Ability to handle various topics and adapt to new information quickly.

Time Management: Efficiently manage time to meet deadlines and juggle multiple projects.
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Additional Skills

- Public Speaking: Comfort with public speaking for presentations, interviews, or media
appearances.

- Language Skills: Knowledge of multiple languages can be beneficial for international reporting.

- Problem-Solving: Ability to troubleshoot and solve problems that arise during the research and
writing process.

Resources and Continuing Education

- Courses and Workshops: Enroll in science journalism courses or workshops to improve skills.

- Professional Associations: Join organizations like the National Association of Science Writers
(NASW) for networking and professional development.

- Reading: Regularly read scientific journals, books, and articles to stay informed and inspired.

- Mentorship: Seek mentorship from experienced science journalists for guidance and advice.

By following this checklist, you can develop the essential skills needed to become a successful
science journalist.



