
Checklist On How to Deal with Spam Backlinks

​ Identify Spam Backlinks

● Use tools like Google Search Console, Ahrefs, or Moz to analyze your

backlink profile.

● Look for signs of spam, such as irrelevant anchor text, links from low-quality

or irrelevant websites, or sudden spikes in backlink quantity.

● Prioritize reviewing backlinks from unknown or suspicious sources for

further investigation.

​ Contact Webmasters

● Compile a list of spammy backlinks that you want to address.

● Identify the webmasters or site owners responsible for the spammy sites

linking to your website.

● Craft a polite and professional email requesting the removal of the spammy

backlinks, providing specific details and examples.

​ Monitor Outreach Efforts

● Keep track of the emails sent to webmasters and the dates of outreach

attempts.

● Monitor responses from webmasters, noting any removals or rejections of

your requests.

● Follow up with webmasters who have not responded to your initial outreach

after a reasonable period.

​ Utilize Disavow Tool

● Create a list of spammy backlinks that you were unable to remove through

outreach efforts.

● Access Google Search Console and navigate to the disavow tool section.

● Upload a disavow file containing the URLs of the spammy backlinks you want

Google to ignore.

● Double-check the disavow file for accuracy before submitting it.

​ Regularly Monitor Backlink Profile



● Set up regular intervals for monitoring your backlink profile, such as weekly

or monthly checks.

● Use backlink analysis tools to identify any new spammy backlinks that may

have appeared since your last check.

● Act promptly to address any new spam backlinks discovered, following the

steps outlined in this checklist.

​ Review and Adjust Strategies

● Evaluate the effectiveness of your efforts in dealing with spam backlinks

over time.

● Analyze changes in your website's rankings, organic traffic, and overall

performance.

● Identify any patterns or trends in the types of spam backlinks targeting

your website.

● Adjust your strategies and tactics based on your findings, refining your

approach to better combat spam backlinks in the future.

​ Educate Team Members

● Provide training or educational resources to team members involved in

managing backlink profiles.

● Ensure they understand the importance of identifying and addressing spam

backlinks promptly.

● Foster a culture of vigilance and proactive action within your organization to

prevent future spam backlink issues.

By following this checklist, website owners and marketers can effectively deal with spam

backlinks, protect their website's credibility, and maintain their SEO performance.


